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can be adjusted and reshaped by conscious intelli-
gence may, in such case, prove as mischievous as it is
useful in normal conditions. And this characteristic
becomes more pronounced just in the measure that
the habit (be it of thought or action) is older and
more deep-rooted; nearer to being a " second
nature." If, then, habit gradually turns into nature,
is it not an almost irresistible presumption that
nature (as, I think, Pascal has said) is but an
accretion of habits, and that it has been formed by
precisely the same process ? Do we not justify the
geologist, who assumes that the earth's strata were
formed in the past by the same processes that
govern their formation in the present ? In default of
better, no other assumption is possible. Layer upon
layer, our habits lie in orderly series, each conditioned
and supported by that underneath it; the under-
most being the hardest and most immutably fixed of
them all.

But here our traditional mode of thought bursts
in with an obvious and seemingly conclusive ob-
jection : " It is I who have formed my acquired
habits of walking, speaking, thinking, &c.; but it is
not I who have formed my innate habits of growing,
assimilating, repairing, developing. Hence, if my
nature be a mass of habits they are not habits that I
have formed; they are habits of Nature, of some
universal intelligence and agency; and all I can do is
to play upon and modify and adapt the instrument
that Nature has put ready made into my hands. Is
it for a moment credible that I myself, whose con-
scious knowledge and intelligence and skill are so
limited, am really possessed of the knowledge, skill,